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California is Facing a Public Health Crisis
HIV

HCV

STDs

New HIV diagnoses declined by
roughly 9% from 2014 to 2018

Over 400,000 people living with
HCV and 55% unaware of status

More than 300,000 reported STD
cases in California in 2018

New diagnoses declined 20%
among whites, while decreasing
only 4% among Latinxs and
increasing 2% among Blacks

43% increase among young people
(15 – 39 years old) from 2014-2018

Compared to 10 years ago:

In 2018, 11% of all new HCV cases
reported from state prisons

- Gonorrhea 211% more

Only 56% of people living with HIV
are virally suppressed
PrEP uptake remains low, with
lowest uptake among Black and
Latinx gay men, transgender
individuals, women, and youth

Whites, Blacks, American Indian/
Alaska Natives disproportionately
impacted
Opioid crisis has led to dramatic
increases in HCV

- Syphilis 265% more

- Chlamydia 56% more
- Congenital syphilis 391% more
22 stillbirths or neonatal deaths
associated with congenital syphilis
reported in 2018
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Significant Barriers
Limited Funding

Siloed State Departments

Social Determinants

Over $30 million cut from HIV
prevention in 2009 – only $13
million restored

Very limited structural support for
effective collaboration across key
state departments:

Social determinants of health
prevent individuals from
accessing services:

Although a leader in access to
HCV treatment, limited funding
provided for HCV prevention,
testing, and linkage

●

●

●

●

●

Federal funding for STD
prevention has dropped 40% over
the last 15 years, while state has
provided limited investments

●

●

Health Care Services
Public Health
Corrections
Covered California
Education
Aging
Housing

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Stigma and discrimination
Poverty
Homelessness
Overcriminalization
Racism
Homophobia
Transphobia
Harsh immigration policies
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New York Plan to End AIDS
•

•

•

•

Governor Cuomo announced a 3-point plan to end
AIDS in New York State in 2014
Governor-appointed task force developed
“Blueprint” which includes 30 key recommendations
New York State committed more than $20 million in
additional funding since 2014 and new diagnoses
declined 20%
Governor Cuomo announced the nation's first
state-level comprehensive HCV elimination
strategy in 2018
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Community Consensus Statement
●

●

●

●

●

Calls on Governor Newsom and Legislature to
launch statewide initiative to end the HIV, HCV,
and STD epidemics
Highlights long standing and new tools and
interventions
Calls for increased cross-departmental
collaboration and new funding
Stresses importance of meaningful community
involvement
Signed by over 160 organizations
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•

SYNDEMIC
• “an aggregation of two or more diseases that
interact synergistically within a population and
exacerbate poor health outcomes”

•

•

•

•

HIV, HCV, and STDs disproportionately impact
many of the same communities
Having an STD increases the likelihood of
acquiring HIV
HCV progresses faster and more than triples the
risk for liver disease among people coinfected with
HIV and HCV
Epidemics are driven by similar social and
economic conditions
Many individuals would benefit from integrated HIV,
HCV, and STD services
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ETE Coalition Goal

Urge state leaders to step up and lead by
embracing a strategic, collaborative initiative to
end the HIV, HCV, and STD epidemics
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State allocates additional $5
Resources, political will, and
million each for HIV, HCV, and
Community and public health
momentum to advance End the
STD prevention
stakeholders convene to
Epidemic initiative remained
discuss strategy and next steps
limited

Late 2017

Early 2018

Gavin Newsom endorses
statewide Getting to Zero initiative
to reduce, and ultimately
eliminate, the HIV and HCV
epidemics

April 2018

Spring 2019

Community consensus statement
released calling for statewide
strategy to end the HIV, HCV, and
STD epidemics

Introduced budget
requests and SB 859 to
create statewide Master
Plan

Fall 2019

2020

Regional town halls take place Regional town halls continue
in San Francisco, Humboldt,
in Los Angeles, Orange
San Luis Obispo, Riverside
County, and Oakland
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Impact of COVID-19 on HIV, HCV, and STDs
•

California HIV/AIDS Policy Research Centers surveyed 70 CBOs to assess impact of COVID-19

•

Majority (67%) are providing some services via telehealth

•

•

▪

57% reduced or suspended HIV testing, 36% reduced or suspended HCV testing, 34% reduced
or suspended STD testing, and 21% reduced or suspended PrEP services
66% anticipate needing additional funding to maintain services even if they receive awards or
loans through currently available funding opportunities
Without additional resources, 40% will be required to further reduce services, 39% will be
required to furlough or layoff staff, and 11% will be required to merge with another agency or
close their doors
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COVID-19 Exacerbating Health Inequities
▪

▪

▪

COVID-19 disproportionately affecting communities most impacted by HIV, HCV, and STDs
and compounding existing health disparities
Economic crisis has led to widespread unemployment, housing instability, mental health and
substance use issues, and other challenges associated with poor health outcomes and
increased vulnerability to HIV, HCV, and STDs
Early data showing who is hit hardest by pandemic:
•
•
•
•

Black + brown communities
Immigrants ineligible or fearful of accessing health care and assistance programs
LGBTQ community, particularly transgender individuals
People who are incarcerated
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Next Steps
• Develop a racial justice framework
• Focused on further integrating racial justice into our
leadership and decision-making processes
• Developing process to monitor work on an ongoing basis
to ensure anti-racism is at center of our coalition priorities
•

•

Develop strategy for moving forward in the context
of COVID-19
Conduct research to inform initiative through
California HIV/AIDS Policy Research Centers
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Join the Statewide Working Group
Contact Ryan Clary - clarystrategies@gmail.com
Sign the Petition
Text PREVENT HIV to the number 52886
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