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Why are immigrants in ICE jails?
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https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/A
sylum-Overview-chart.jpg

https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/Asylum-Overview-chart.jpg


They are not locked up because they are dangerous
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Why are LGBTQ people seeking asylum?
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In at least 70 countries same sex relationships between consenting adults are banned

Source: http://internap.hrw.org/features/features/lgbt_laws/

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__internap.hrw.org_features_features_lgbt-5Flaws_&d=DwMFAw&c=qS4goWBT7poplM69zy_3xhKwEW14JZMSdioCoppxeFU&r=jlV9lw7D8LZIqr90IemKPY-FS4F-Jmid4wwsihLYQbdIyaR1obDOSWUGbF2IjE5Y&m=GX3kQOP1MX69X59b2wZlQ26e1-JAZVXQP8TIHM1E5JE&s=UQRfyP33andPne1uAZzdjaKx2J19RtubIIxu4Od6DpU&e=


Conditions in ICE Jails
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• The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has received multiple 
reports of LGBTQ, PLHIV individuals’ experiences with verbal, 
sexual and physical violence, medical negligence, inhumane housing 
conditions, and overuse of solitary confinement. 

• Not confined to a few centers! 

• These reports are widespread and consistent, demonstrating the 
systemic inability of DHS to meet basic standards of care

• Public and Private facilities both implicated

• This failure has led to the deaths of multiple LGBTQ, PLWHIV 
migrants



ICE jail in New Mexico
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-transgender-exclusive/exclusive-serious-health-care-lapses-found-in-u-s-
detention-center-housing-transgender-migrants-idUSKBN20P1OT

• Internal reports from ICE and DHS about 
Cibola County Correctional Center in New 
Mexico, the U.S. government’s only 
dedicated detention unit for transgender 
immigrants 

• Reported hundreds of unanswered 
requests for medical attention, poor 
quarantine procedures and deficient 
treatment for mental illnesses and other 
chronic diseases

• This led to all detainees being transferred 
to other facilities in January 2020

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-immigration-transgender-exclusive/exclusive-serious-health-care-lapses-found-in-u-s-detention-center-housing-transgender-migrants-idUSKBN20P1OT


Case that I worked on in Texas
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1. A Central American trans woman not getting proper HIV treatment in for profit 
detention in Texas. Numerous medical complications. Nobody ever explained to 
her in her native language about her medical care, medical tests, medical 
options. Prison staff was transphobic.

2. A Central American man detained in for profit detention jail in Virginia. He was 
HIV positive. Despite his pleading for HIV medication, the doctors never gave it 
to him.

3. HIV positive homosexual man detained in California. Part of his abuse in his 
country of origin included anal rape which resulted in an anal fistula. Not only 
did the ICE jail not treat the fistula, but he was subjected to filthy bathrooms 
and completely unhygienic conditions which worsened the fistula.



Death of Roxanna, complications of HIV
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https://www.thecut.com/2018/12/roxana-hernndez-a-transgender-woman-died-in-ice-custody.html

What Happened to Roxana Hernández, the Trans Woman Who 
Died in ICE Custody?

The evidence shows that Roxanna died from complications 
of dehydration and HIV. These are treatable and 
preventable conditions. The evidence also shows that she 
was beaten by an object like a baton while handcuffed.
In addition, as written by 3 US senators:

“Reports suggest that while she was held at the San 
Ysidro Port of Entry, Ms. Hernández endured freezing 
temperatures and was denied adequate food, water, and 
medical care,” stated the letter from the Senators. 
“During her transport between facilities by ICE, she 
vomited to the extent other detainees begged 
authorities to provide her with water and proper 
medical care.”

https://www.thecut.com/2018/12/roxana-hernndez-a-transgender-woman-died-in-ice-custody.html


Another Death
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https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/jun/12/trans-woman-death-us-custody-ice-deportation

Trans woman who died after illness in US custody had asked to 
be deported, family says

Johana Medina León was denied medical 
care, says new legal claim: ‘She went to 
the US seeking protection and now she is 
coming home to us dead’

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/jun/12/trans-woman-death-us-custody-ice-deportation


Covid-19 in ICE jails
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• More than 2,700 detainees nationwide have 
tested positive in ICE custody

• The Eloy detention facility, where Shakira Najera 
Chilel, a Guatemalan asylum-seeker, is being 
detained is among the hardest hit by the pandemic. 
• More than 200 detainees there have tested positive 
• A tenfold increase in less than three weeks

"Because you can either be a survivor or die from COVID-19.”
~Shakira Najera Chilel



Covid-19 in ICE jails
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• July 2020: An outbreak at the Farmville 
Detention Center is the largest in the 
country, with 262 undocumented 
immigrants there being monitored after 
testing positive for the coronavirus.

• VA Gov. Northam requested that the CDC 
intervene 
• His office says has been a lack of testing 

among the facility’s staff members, who 
can potentially spread the virus to other 
parts of the state where they live



Medical Provider Network
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Healthcare Advocacy for People in Immigration Detention
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Medicine is a social science, and politics is nothing else but 
medicine on a large scale. Medicine, as a social science, as the 
science of human beings, has the obligation to point out problems 
and to attempt their theoretical solution.... The physicians are the 
natural attorneys of the poor, and social problems fall to a large 
extent within their jurisdiction.”

- Dr. Rudolf Virchow, 1821– 1902 



Types of Healthcare Advocacy
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Agency: influencing others on behalf of the interests of a specific 
patient

Activism: changing social conditions that impact health



Tools of Healthcare Advocacy
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Street Activism

Direct Patient 
Care

Government Lobbying

ACTIVISM

News Media Presence

Professional Organization 
Statement Release

Letter Writing

AGENCY

Public Engagement

Social Media Use

Arzuaga B. 2020



SYNC2020.orgSYNC2020.org

• National advocacy group of 
3000+ healthcare 
professionals
• Advocate for:

• Closure of CBP and ICE detention 
facilities

• Until they are closed, we demand 
that independent medical 
oversight be implemented

• Demand an end to all forms of 
family separation

• Demand an end to MPP
• Opposed dangerous deportations



Advocacy Strategies
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Street Activism

Direct Patient 
Care

Government Lobbying

ACTIVISM

News Media Presence

Professional Organization 
Statement Release

Letter Writing

AGENCY
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Social Media Use



Government Lobbying
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News Media / Social Media
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News Media / Social Media
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Public Engagement / Street Activism
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Public Engagement / Street Activism
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For more Information
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Email: doctorsforcampclosure@gmail.com

Website: d4cc.squarespace.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Doctors4CampClosure/

Twitter: @Doc4CampClosure

mailto:doctorsforcampclosure@gmail.com

